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Course Outline  
 

Programme BS Criminology Course Code BSC203 Credit Hours 3 

Course Title Mass Media & Crime 
  

  

  

  

  

Learning outcomes After studying course, the students will be able to; 

 develop a critical awareness of the ways in which crime and criminal 
justice agencies have been and are portrayed by media institutions.  

 have in-depth analysis and understanding of the crime-politics-media 
nexus, through a critical investigation of the development and nature of 
‘law and order politics’ and the media’s fascination with crime 

 understand the effect of the media on public opinion. 
Content  Unit 1.: Introduction 

 

 Understanding media and crime 
 Researching media 

Unit 2.: The crime-media relationship 
 

 Theorizing crime and the media  

 The construction of crime News: News Values, Newsworthiness 
and News Production  

 The media and Moral Panics 
Unit 3.: The Media Portrayal 
 

 The Media Portrayal of crime and criminals 
 The Media Portrayal of Victims 

Unit 4.: The Media and Criminal Justice System 
 

 New Media Technology and Crime 
 The Media, Punishment and Public Opinion 
 Crime, entrainment and creativity 
 Police and the Media 

 Courts and the Media 

 Diversity, Crime and the Media: Victims and Offenders 
 Media and the Fear of Crime 
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 Crime Surveillance and Risk 
Assessment & 
Examination 

Sr. 
No. 

Elements Weightage Details 

1 Midterm 
Assessment  35% It take place at the mid-point of the Semester 

2 Formative 
Assessment 25% 

It is continuous assessment. It includes classroom 
participation, attendance, assignments, 

presentations, homework, attitude and behavior, 
hands-on-activities, short tests, quizzes etc. 

3 Final 
Assessment  

40% 

It take place at the end of the semester. It is mostly 
in the form of test, but owing to the nature of the 
course the teacher may assess their students based 
on term paper, research proposal development, 
field work and report writing etc.  
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